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20’s Plenty –How “everyman” wins -



Presentation to Merseyside Cycle Campaign– 5th Dec 2009 

“First they ignore you,
Then they laugh at you,
Then they fight you,
Then you win”
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The son of a Black African!
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20õs Plenty for Us

National voluntary organisation 
supporting communities who want 
lower speeds for residential streets
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ñThe UK roads are some of the 
safest in the worldò

In fact in the world we are 2 nd behind 
Netherlands in deaths  per 100,000 population

But what if you are a child
or a pedestrian 
or a cyclist
or living in  deprived area?
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How safe for children?

Child(0-14) pedestrian deaths per 100,000 population, 
2006 (See NAO Improving Road Safety for Cyclists and Pedestrians, App 3)

We are worse than : -

·Finland

·Iceland

·Netherlands

·France

·Germany

·Norway

·Belgium

·Canada

·Sweden

·Spain

·Japan

·Portugal

·Switzerland

·Austria

·Australia

·USA
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And if you though that was bad!

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

non-peds 2550 2530 2497 2300 1966

peds 671 671 675 646 572
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Road Danger skewed to pedestrians
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How safe for cyclists?
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How safe in deprived areas?

Comparison between most deprived 10% and least 

deprived 10% areas in pedestrian casualties

All over 3 times  higher

Children 0 -16 4 times higher
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Our observation

When it comes to sharing our roads for vulnerable road 

users :-

·UK has the poorest record in Western Europe

·We have failed to engineer our roads for cyclists or 

pedestrians

·We maintain speed limits in residential and urban roads 

60% higher than our neighbours in N. Europe

·We are failing in either obtaining or setting conditions for 

modal shift

·Question the morality of modal shift encouragement 

without changing risks for Vulnerable Road User’s
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Consequences

We kill 600 and maim 6000 pedestrians pa

Our child active travel only 20% on N. Europe

Low active travel ðhigh obesity

Noisy neighbourhoodsand town centres
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Speed

·It is not possible to have a 

comfortable, encouraging, rewarding 

walking and cycling environment with 

fast traffic

·20mph/30kph is enough

·why do we reject science and 

experience?
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THE KEY POINT…

A city that permits 30 mph on
residential roads will never be child
friendly and will always deter
physical activity
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é.but govt attitudes changing

DfT in latest White 
Paper admits problems

pedestrian and cyclist casualties in our towns and 
cities ðparticularly in deprived communities

protecting children and young people.

2.26 key challenges
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HOW?
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DfT 20 mph streets action

also supported by : -

·PACTS, NAO, DfT, ADPH, Transport Select 

Committee etc

·1,200,000 residents in Portsmouth, Newcastle, 

Oxford, Norwich, Leicester, Islington.

·and of course most of Northern Europe

òIn order to improve safety on streets where we live, we will amend 
our guidance on speed limits, recommending that highway 
authorities, over time, introduce 20 mph zones and limits into 
streets that are primarily residential in use.ò

Also around schools, shops, markets, playgrounds and other areas 
where pedestrian and cyclist movements are high.



Presentation to Merseyside Cycle Campaign– 5th Dec 2009 

20õs Plenty is exactly what?

Not speed bumps or arterial roads

20 mph limits on residential roads –“Total 20”

Community led –Establishment endorsed
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How Portsmouth did it

·Portsmouth CC went beyond DfT Guidance 01/2006 :-

·Authority wide speed limit ðnot zones

·No additional physical calming

·Public support and consultation engagement

·Excluded many main roads and arterial roads

·Completed in 9 months

·Cost £475,000 for 1200 roads

·Accomplished by traffic orders, 200 roads at a time

·Transitioned via de -restriction

·No Secretary of State approval required

·Created a collective community commitment to Road 

Safety
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Effect on journey

·Urban journeys times determined by stops not speed

·Maximum increase is just 40 seconds

·Most houses within 1/3 mile of arterial route

·1/3 mile at 30 mph = 40 seconds

·1/3 mile at 20 mph = 60 seconds

·Difference is just 20 seconds

·Changed perceptions

·Normal speed is 20 mph around people

·Hence ò20õs Plenty where people liveó

·Speed up to 30 mph where safe
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Effect on emissions

·Reduces Particulates

·On balance 20 mph same as 30 mph for fuel

·Removes all 20-30 mph acceleration

·Modal shift reduces emissions when walking or cycling
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Effect on driving

·Establishes òsensibleó sharing of roads

·Removes pace and sprinting

·Eases fluidity at junctions

·Provides more time for collision avoidance

·Compliance becomes a lifestyle decision
20õs Plenty where people live, or shop, or walk, or cycle

·Minimal effect on journey times (40 seconds)

·Maximises òfamilyó benefit for drivers.

·Compliance decision made in home

·Increases engagement with community

·72% of drivers in agreement
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20 mph limits results?

DfT 1 year on audit

Children (0 -15) Elderly (70+)

Pedestrians -4% -25%

Passengers -22% -25%

Driver/Rider -9% -36%

All -8% -31%

Casualties down 15%

Speeds down by 7mph on faster roads

Lower noise

Better quality of life

DfT issuing new guidelines as a result
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People who already do 20’s Plenty
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Towns considering Total 20

·Bath

·Bodmin

·Lancaster

·Brighton & Hove

·Worthing

·Preston

·York

·Sheffield

·Colchester

·Glasgow

·Haringey

·St Albans

·Abingdon

·Bodmin

·Bridport

·Knutsford

·Hexham

·Sunderland

·Lewes

·Cambridge

·Stourbridge
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Activity in 20õs Plenty in UK

·Colchester

·Oxford 20 mph city

·Portsmouth Conference

·Bristol

·Norwich

·Hackney

·Islington 20 mph borough

·Lancaster

·Preston

·Worthing

·Brighton & Hove

·Sheffield

·Topsham/Melbourn villages

·Knutsford
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Who wins :

·Local democracy wins ðcommunity enablement

·Child mobility wins ðwalking and cycling

·Road Danger Reduction wins ðlower death & injury

·The environment wins ðlower emissions

·Motorists win ðcalmer traffic
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20õs Plenty ðits time has come!

·75% of people consider 20 mph right for residential roads - 72% 

of Drivers also (British Social Attitudes Survey 2005)

·Increasing recognition of roads as òShared public spacesò

·Start to reduce pedestrian and cycling inequalities

·Increase public benefit and meet safety targets .

·Reduce road death and injury

·DfT pledges all residential streets to be 20 mph in time

·New guidance expected and needed

·20’s Plenty is a “Quality of Life” issue

For your community, your life, your choice!

20’s plenty for us all
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The maximum increase in 
journey time from 
implementing 20 mph on 
all non-arterial residential 
streets 

The reduction in 
children’s deaths and 
injuries if 20 mph were 
the speed limit on 
residential roads (Health 
Development Agency)

72% of drivers questioned 
thought that 20 mph was 
the appropriate speed 
limit for residential roads 
(Audit commission)

Dept of Transport 
Circular 01/06 
recommends 20 mph as 
the correct speed limit in 
town centres, residential 
areas and in the vicinity of 
schools.

The amount per street 
that Portsmouth spent on 
converting 1200 roads to 
20 mph in just 9 months.

The number of years you 
stay a vulnerable road 
user before you even have 
the choice of becoming a 
motor vehicle driver

The year that you can 
make into a milestone in 
civil society progress 
through implementing 
20’s Plenty in Residential 
Streets in Merseyside



Presentation to Merseyside Cycle Campaign– 5th Dec 2009 

The % pedestrian 
fatalities in UK. Nearly 
twice the average for 
western European 
countries. 
(EU CARE Database)

The age range over which 
the most common cause 
of death is being a 
pedestrian hit by a motor 
vehicle.
(D. Dorling. University of 
Sheffield)

It was over 75 years ago 
when there were less than 
2m cars on the road that 
30 mph was 
implemented. Now there 
are over 33 m!

Number of people living in 
Local Authorities committed 
to 20 mph for residential 
roads. Portsmouth, Oxford, 
Newcastle, Leicester, 
Norwich, Islington. Even 
more including pilots.

Number of establishment 
transport orgs advocating 20’s 
Plenty in last 12 months
ÅPACTS
ÅTransport Select Committee
ÅLondon Assembly
ÅNational Audit Office
ÅDept for Transport

Number of orgs joining 
“Take Action on Active 
Travel” from ADPH
Calling for :-ñA 20mph 
speed limit to be made 
the norm in 
residential areasò

The number of additional 
people who will be killed 
or injured in your 
communities if it is late in 
implementing 
20 mph speed limits for 
residential streets.
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Thank you for your time

www.20splentyforus.org.uk
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Timeline for urban speed limits

DfT announce plans

for all residential 

roads

to be 20 mph òin 

timeó

1930

No limit for 

òLight motor vehiclesó

1934

30 mph for òbuilt up 

roads with lightingó

20 mph speed limit

for all vehicles

<2m vehicles on roads

1993

No Sec of State 

approval for < 30 mph 

limits (85%ile)

2006

85%ile changed to ave

20 mph recommended

2007

Portsmouth go beyond

guidelines with city -

wide 20mph

2008

Leicester, Newcastle, 

Oxford, Norwich,  

follow Portsmouth

2009

>33m vehicles on roads

Must meet VRU needs



Presentation to Merseyside Cycle Campaign– 5th Dec 2009 

20 mph Zones

·Use traffic management to create 

conditions where 20 mph is natural speed 

through nature or calming

·Has 20 mph zone entry and exit signs. 

·No point more than 50m from traffic 

calming measure. Psychological & 

physical.

·Humps, narrowings, gateways, markings, 

rumble devices, 
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20 mph Limits

·Terminal speed limit signs and repeating signs

·5% reduction in accidents for each mph reduction

·DfT guidance suggests use of 20 mph limits where 

mean speeds are 24 mph or less, or additional traffic 

calming planned

·But Portsmouth achieved 7 mph reduction on roads 

with a previous speed above 24 mph due to a òtotal 

20ó approach

·DfT about to update guidance on 20 mph limits
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Typical Portsmouth 20 mph Streets


